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Re: New US Patent Application for 

WEATHER SCREEN APPARATUS 
Inventor: Jennifer Knoepp 

Dear Ms. Knoepp: 

We have just received the revised drawings from Quint Shelton for the above-identified 
application to include Figure 5 and apologize for the delay. I have attached a copy of the patent 
application along with a copy of the drawings for your review. 

If the application meets with your approval, please sign and date the Declaration and Power 
of Attorney where indicated and return the documents back to my office for filing in the U.S. Patent 
Office. 

Enclosed is an Entity Status Checklist to assist you in determining whether you qualify as a 
small entity for the purpose of paying reduced government fees. Please complete the form, sign 
where indicated and return to us. We will pay large entity fees unless the signed form is returned 
to us, but we would appreciate receiving the signed form for our files in either event. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office requires that a copy of all known prior art be 
submitted for review by the Examiner. This prior art is submitted in the form of an Information 
Disclosure Statement at the time of filing the application or withinjhree months thereafter to prevent 
the possibility of payment of fees for late filing. We will submit any pertinent art contained in our 
files by virtue of any patentability searches we may have conducted or art you have previously 
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provided to us. If you are aware of any additional art such as patents, journal articles, or other 
publications that may be material to this application kindly forward it immediately. 

All US applications are published after a period of 18 months from the earliest filing date 
from which benefit is sought. That first date may include a corresponding provisional filing date, 
priority date, parent filing date or related international filing date. It is possible to prevent 
publication if the applicant certifies that it has not and will not file the application in another 
publication country. This certification must be filed with the application; it cannot be filed at a later 
date. If the application is ultimately foreign filed, the certification must be rescinded within 45 days 
of filing the corresponding foreign application. Failure to timely file the Request to Rescind results 
in abandonment of the US application. 

Publication does, however, provide a number of benefits to the applicant. The publication 
document serves as a prior art document against other later-filed applications, creates advantages if 
an interference is filed and also confers provisional protection in the event of infringement. In light 
of these advantages, as well as the inherent risks of not properly rescinding a non-publication 
certification, it is our recommendation that all applications be allowed to publish unless there is a 
strong reason to the contrary. If you wish to maintain this application as a trade secret, kindly advise 
us immediately so that we may file the necessary certification to prevent publication with the 
application. After the application has been filed, the only way to prevent publication is to abandon 
the application. 

Do not hesitate to contact my office if you have any questions. y 
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